
, 42a7b16 
* 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

l~F01~47~0h1 SEMCE 
I 

FISH AND wnqlm SZKVICE , 

For frnmediate Release 

1942 DUCK SEUXXS 70 DAYS;’ 
GEESEGMIMlRA~UARDS 

Revising Federal migratory bird hunting regulations in accordance with the 
year’s game supplies, Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes today announced 
new 19k2 rules that’allow 10 added days of duck hunting and liberalize in oaer 
ways the restrictions on duck.hunters but tighten the protection of geese and 
other birds that have not increased with the ducks. 

Adopted by Secretary Ickes in accordance with a law of Congress making ef- 
fective migratory bird treaties with Canada and Mexico, the ameded regulations 
were 
Fish 

approved by President Fooaevelt on July 14. lhey were recommended by the 

with 
and Wildlife Service following biological investigations and consultations 
State game administrators. 

Dzck IIunting Rules Liberalized 

New 7O-day duck hunting seasons , instead of 60 days in 19&l, begin on Sep 
tembec 26, October 15, and November 2 in the northern, intermediate, and south- 
ern zones, respectively. Duck-hunting hours till run from sunrise to sunset, 
instead of from sunrise to 4 p. m. as formerly, and legally killed birds may be 
possessed for 30 days after the close of the season, instead of 2Q days. 

I&k-hunting privileges will be greater this year, Secretary Ickes explained, 
because of the continuing increases in the supply of these birds. Based on. the 
game-management principle that the annual take should be governed by the avail- 
ble game, the new rules were phrased after a Pi& and Wildlife Service inventory 

.indicated a North American waterfowl population of about 100,000,000 last Janu- 
=Y* This was’30,000,000 more than the 19hl estimate and more than three times 
the estimted population seven years ago. Later favorable reports from investi- 
gators on the birds’ breeding grounds corroborate the expectation that next 
fall’s duck flights will be the best in more than a decade. 

“We do not intend, n said Secretary I&es, Wx3.t all hunters will have.70 
days of sport. We do hope that the longer seasons will give every,section of 
t&he country some opportunities for shooting, in spite of unpredictable weather 
conditions. It is our aim not only to regulate the arm.. take in accordance 
with game supplies but also to assure the most equitable possible distribution 
of such hunting privileges as are available .” 
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States in the northern zone, where duck hunting will run from September 26 
to December &, are: i%ine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Chio, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
lfJn.nesota, North Dakota, South D&ota, Wyoming, and Montana. Vermont was in the 
intermediate zone last year. 

The intermediate zone, with an October 15 to December 23 duck season, in- 
cludes Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, West Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Hissouri, Nebraska, Kan- 
sas* maboma, Colorado, Utah, Idaho, Nevada,, Washington, Qregon, and California. 

Ihe November 2 to January 10 southern-zone duck season will prevail in Del- 
aware, l!firyland, Virginia, Tennessee, North Csrolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida. Alabama, Hssissippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico, and Ari- 
ZOllZb. E&aware was in the intermediate zone last year. 

New provisions governing water areas between States m&e the northern-zone 
season apply to the entire Lake CL’namplain &ea in both Vermont and New York, the 
intermediate season govern the Pymatuning Xeservoir in Pennsylvania and Ohio, 
and the southern-zone dates include the Colorado River area in California though 
the rest of this State is in the intermediate zone. 

In Puerto Rico the duck season’ runs from December 15 to February 12 and in 
two zones of Alaska from September 1 to November 9 and September 21 to November 
29. No open seasons on migratory birds are provided in Hawaii. 

Scoters, known locally as sea coots, may be taken in open coastal waters 
only, beyond outer harbor lines, in Maine and New Ibmpshire from September 15 to 
30, and in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode Island from September 
15 to October 15. 
other, ducks. 

Thereafter they are governed by the same rules applying to 

For the first time since adoption of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act the open 
seasons apply to all ducks, including the wood duck, which last year was legally 
hunted in 15 States. Investigators reported Rno evidence that the authorization 
of 194l’resulted in an excessive take” but said that “on the contrary there is 
evidence *that much waste was eliminated~ by permitting the possession and use of 
one wood &k t&en by mistake for other species. 

Regulations governing bag and possession limits of ducks remain unchanged 
except that a new provision makes the ,possession limit on the first day of hunt- 
ing conform to the daily bag limit. 

IMly bag limitson ducks are ml0 in the aggregate of all kinds including 
in such limit not more than 1 wood duck, or more than 3 singly or in the ag- 
gregate of redheads and buff1eheads.n Any person at any one time may possess 
“not more than 20 ducks in the aggregate of all kinds but not more than 1 wood 
duck, nor more than 6 of either or both of redheads or buffleheads.” 

Rules governing the means by which ducks may be taken remain unchanged. 
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Goose Hunting Rules More Stringent : .’ -- ,. 

Investigations n-having disclosed a”declirie’ in goose populations otner than 
blue’geese,“: the’&?.-regulations reduce bag lim its on these birds and include 
other special s&fegi%rds, 

: 
Rosst geese are completely protected as’formerb, tid snow geese may not 

be taken .in States’ bordering on the Atlantic, in Idaho, or in Beaverhead, Gal- 
latin,. or Madison Counties of Montana- Ihe snow-goose closures in iJlont&a and 
Idaho were explained as protective mea&re’s’for‘,the trumpeter m , rare white 
bird that is sometimes m istaken for the snow geese. . . . 

Special protection of brant.’ j.n Atlantic ‘Coast Stat’es has been discontinued, 
these birds having increased in this region to the point where it is possible to 
apply only the general goose-protection measures+ 

The daily bag lim it on geese and brant is 2, but in addition L of the more 
abundant blue geese man be taken in a day. If blue geese only are taken the 
daily bag lim it is 6; ‘. 

The possession lim it on geese other than blue geese is 4 a day, .but in ad- 
dition 2 blue geese are allowed and if only blue geese are taken the possession 
lim it is 6. On the seasonts opening day the possession lim it is the same as the 
daily beg lim it. 

. 
Csnada geese, it was explained, are tkus’protected with a 2-a-day bag lim it 

and a possession lim it of 4, 

Open seasons, hunting zones, , ,&ooting hours, and methods of hunting are the 
same for geese as: for ducks except %bat in. Alexander County, Jll., only a 6o-da3r 
season on geese.is provided, October 15 to December 13, and geese there may be 
taken only from  sunrise to 12 o’clock noon. I 

,’ * 
~Xothwithstanding a reduction in the take last year,d said Secretary Ickes, 

?investigatidns indicate that the kill of geese at Horseshoe Lake in Alexander 
County was still too high to be consistent with good managemenLfi 

Roves Get Wed Protection - -.- 

Nourning-dove bag and possession lim its have also been reduced, from  12 to 
10. This lim it applies also fo the whiEe-winged dove, and if both kinds of 
doves are taken *the total nnmber of doves taken in a day or possessed.may nnt 
be more than 10. 

Mourning dove seasons have been reduced from  42 days to 30 days in 14 
States; 

These States are Delaware, Naryland, Virginia, ??orth Carolina, South Carol 
lina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, M ississippi, Louisiana, A rkansas, M issouri, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee.- 
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: : Irkestigatiob; 
S&vice reported’ to 
eastern form of the 
ago.* 

Mourning doves 
Seasons: .’ . . . ,, 

Dr. Ira N, Gsbrielson, Director of U-i& Pi&and Wildlife 
Secretaq$ Ickes, showed's Very ,material shortage- of the 
mourning .dove as camped with the.population:of.a few years 

‘. 
‘., 

may be takeh from sunrise to. sunket.duYing the fbllowing ‘open 

’ 
ubama, bkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 

ad South Carolina, December 1 to 30. I . 
~izO~,~‘@~ifornia; Xans&s, Nedaaa~ ‘New Mexico, and Oklahoma, September 1 

to October 12. , . _'. 

Dslaware,.Kentucky; Mazyland, and Virginia, September 16 to October 15. 
: ’ I- : ,' ./ 

Idaho, September 1 to 10. 
. 'Iklinois and Missouri, September 1 to 30. " .I : '_ 

Minnesbta,‘S$Azmber 16 to 30. 

: - ., Oregon, September 1 to 15. 
. . . 

Tennessee, October 1 to 30. 

Texas, in+akum, Terry, Lynn, Gerza, Kent, Stonewall, Haskell, Throckmorton, 
YOU, Pal0 Pinto, Rarker, Johnson, alis Kaufman, vari &ndt, Rains, Hopkins, 
fiMi&-tid Red River Counties, end all counties north thereof, September 1 to 
October 12; in remainder of State, September 16 to October 27. 

c.  

,  Open seasons on-white-vC,&ed doves are: 
Teiasi 'September 16 to 25. 

Arizona, September 1 to’15; and . . ._' 
. .' 

Pigeon "Seasons Doubled -- 

Seasons on band-tailed pigeons , increased from 15 to 30 days, are as follows, 
.with shooting allowed between sunrise and sunset: 

. 
-*.' Arizona,. New Mexico, and Washington, September 16 to October 15. 

California, December 1 to 30. 

Oregon, September 1 to 30. 

!Be daily bag limit dn,b%nd-tailed pigeons is lOi and any person at any one 
time may possess not more "&a Id. 

Sel, \S~~nc;ns on Rails and ~GeAl/irYles --- --- I. - -- -- -...-- _..-- ._- 

Reporting some adjustmen% in seasons regardii:a: r~1.s and g&Llinules Direc- 
tor Gabrielson pointed out that as in previous years coots are grollped with 
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the'waterfowl 'in setting t&3 s@sons.' Ogen se+sons on rails and gallinules (ex- 
cept coots) will be from September 1 to.BovembW 3O;with the follting excep- 
tions: " > 

Alabaman November 20 to J&nuary 31, : 

Louisiana, September 15 to December 15. 

Maine and Wsconsin, September 26 to December b, 

Massachusetts and New York, including Long Island, October 15 to,December 
23. 

Minnesota, September 16 to 3ovAber 30. 
, 

Am-to Rico, December 15 to February 12. 

California, ,Mstrict of Columbia, &waii, I-, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, 
Tennessee, and Whhington, no open season. 

The changes this year, the Secretary explained, aclvence the season in Lou- 
isiana on rails and gallinules and close the season on these birds in !J&nessee 
on request of the State gw departmts, The seasons in Maine, Massachusetts, 
New York, and Wisconsin have been adjusted so as to coincide with the seasons 
for waterfowl hunti% in those States. 

As in the past the da$ly bag limits on coots and sora are 25 and 15, re- 
spectively, and not more than 15 in the aggrwte of other. species. of rails and 
gallinules may be taken in any day. pOsse$sion limits on these birds are the 
stuns as the daily bag limits. 

Shooting hours are from sunrise to sunset. 

Few i Changes in .Woodcock Rules 

FiUeenk&y woodcock seasons with La-day bag and &bird possessioti limits 
remainaslaat,yea3, the orilyc be&g inseasondatesinMi.nnesotaand 
E!ennsylvania EI! the rwst of State gemeofficials, 

* 
Director Gabrielson informed Secre Ickes-tMt the status of woodcocks, 

wh.ich~&fered, disasters frqn storms "36 in 19 ', is "somewhat improved in general. 
but spotty*= '- ?. 

Be woodcock seasons, with shootillg from sunrise to sunset, are as gallows: 

mt wt,of.8w.Ygrk J#ng north& the tracks of. the main line of the Sew 
Y&k (X@r&+aad, fmd$t#fW to Albaayand north of the tr&ks of 
the main linS Of tht9 Boston Be &Lm Rai$riYad.exte&ng from ~baDy to.the &3ss* 
Chusetts st4bte line, Et& in Vermont and Wisconsin, October 1 to 15. 
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tit pert of Neti York lying south of. the line above described and in Con-- 
necticut and Mar&, October 25 to 296 

'Ihat pert of G& York+known as Long Island, and in New Jersw and Rhode Is- 
land, November 1 to 15. 

Arkansas end Oklahoma, Decembejr 1 to 15. 

Delaware and Maryland; November 15 to 29. 

Louisianatend Mississippi, December 15 to 29. 

Maine, New Hampshire, end Ohio, ,October 10 to 2L. 

Massachusetts, October 20 to November 3. 

Michigan, in Upper Peninsula, October 1 to 15; in remainder of State, Octo- 
ber 15 to.29. 1 

Minnesota, October 3 to 18. 

Missouri, November 10 to 2L. 

Pennsylvania, October Z& to November 7, . 

Virginia, November 20 to December-L, 

West Virginia, October. 17 to 31. 

Specify Means for Takiqq Birds i- 

Outlining the means by which migratory game birds may be taken legally, the 
new regulations continue the prohibition of the use of bait or live decoys and 
prohibit "the taking of waterfowl by means, aid, or use of cattle, horses, or 
mules." 

ISunteps, it is provided, may use.shotguns not larger t&n 10 gauge or bows 
and arrows, as formerly, and the 3shell limit on repeating shotgirns, either hand 
operated or auto-loading, is continued. 

All persons over 16 years of age kBlnti& migratory waterfowl are required to 
have with them an unexpired Federal Migratory Bird Eunting Stamp val.i&ted by 
their~signatures on the stamp. These stamps, comno-nly called duck stamps, may be 
purcb&tl zi.t post offices for one dollar. 

Copies of the comp~&e~r@iL&tions~may be obtained as soon as available from 
the Bsh and Wildlife Servpce, Unit&d State? Jhp&tment of the Interior, W&J&g- 
ton,” P. c. . 
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